[The effects of tobacco on children].
Smoking remains an important topic. It is estimated that at present half the children born in France have been, or will be, exposed to the toxic effects of passive smoking. This paper aims to review the evidence of the effects of passive smoking, both intra and extra-uterine. Extra-uterine passive smoking is implicated in numerous respiratory (asthma, allergy, infections...) and non respiratory diseases (neoplastic, dental, ophthalmic, digestive, cardio-vascular and infective). Intra-uterine exposure is even more dangerous and leads to abnormalities of the pregnancy (placental abnormalities, prematurity...), of the foetus (behavioural problems, malformations) and long term problems for the unborn child. Passive smoking is responsible for pulmonary morphological abnormalities (pulmonary hypoplasia, reduction in elasticity, increased deposition of collagen and alteration of alveolar structure) and functional disorders (reduced compliance, increased airways resistance, bronchial hyperreactivity). Finally it causes a disturbance of respiratory control, promoting all the factors responsible for sudden cot death. The ill effects of passive smoking fully justify efforts to inform and persuade the medical profession of its duty to fight this scourge.